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DEBATE ON BIRTH CONTROL

WINTER RUSSELL
FIRST SPEECH

. Mr. Russell: Ladies and gentlemen. I am
very glad to have the opportunity of speaking
to vou this afternoon, and I may say at the
outset that it is obvious that my adversary and
1 agree upon one thing, and that is that we
are discussing what is absolutely the most
vital question before the American people to-
day. (Applause.) We are absolutely in accord
on that, and we are just as far opposed in our
method of approach as it is possible to be.

I want to say at the outset that we are go-
ing to deal—or I am, and I assume my adver-
sary is, too—with ideals and principles and
not with persons. I want you to realize that

1 consider myself speaking—and I trust rever-

ently—on the most important subject that I
have ever advocated.

I heard one of the greatest psychologists this
country has ever produced, who said “When
you conceive of the mere handful of peopie
that inhabit all the globe, and you think of
the vast river of humanity that is flowing on
this planet, and you think of the billions of
unborn, you wonder if man sometimes tran-
scends the impossible and thinks and considers
the unborn as God himself.” And I believe to-
day I am speaking in behalf of the great un-
born—those who are being murdered by the
thousands, if not millions, in a manner that
far transcends the method of warfare.

Now, I said that we are going to speak of
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ideals and principles and not of persons. It'is
very difficult oftentimes not to attack a person
or hurt his feelings when you characterize the
principle of an act, and you sometimes have
to be assailing a person. I hope and I try to
love every human being on the face of the
earth. There are principles and ideals I abom-
inate and abhor with every drop of blood
and feeling that I have. I never want that ab-
horrence of the principle or ideal of the per-
son to adhere to that person.

1 heard a minister the other day speaking of
the I'rench and Germans who were having some
conferences, and he was asked “did they still
hate one another?” and he said they did not
hate one another because they broke bread to-
gether and you could not” hate a person with
whom you have broken bread, and he could
not hate anybody that he knew.

I hate and abominate the principles that T am
fighting, but T trust that you will take the sting,
fumigato it, take the anti-toxin, if you will, be-
cause [ don’t want any allusions to personality
to be taken from any of the statements that I
make.

Another thing I want to say about my op-
ponent, and I hope she will say the same about
me, is that I want to bow in sincere respect
and admiration for what I conceive to be her
utter and abhsolute sincerity, and to her de-
votion to the cause which she advocates. I
question that in no degree. I hope she will give
me the same consideration.

We are going to deal with thiese principles.
I am not going to concern myself much with
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authorities. I suppose she can quote from Dr.
Robinson and apparently Dr. Knopf (he says
he isn’t an authority,) and others as authori-
ties. 1 could quote from Lamb and Roosevelt
and the Bible—the great religions of the earth
—scriptural authority that comes from the
very depths of the spiritual, and what I be-
lieve to be the very mouth of God itself—of
Nature—if you do not like to admit the exis-
tence of Providence,

I am not concerned with Scripture or au-
thorities. I am going to deal with this ques-
tion from what I believe are the cold, inevit-
able facts of life as we know them, and meet
them every day. .

Now I am going to admit in the first place
that there are many families with too many
children. It would be foolish to gainsay that.
They are a burden to the mother. They are a
h‘u(ls}up to the father who tries to pxovxde for
them. They make conditions unfair and un-
just for the other children, The fact is, and T
hope that she will admit it also, tljat there are
thousands of homes in the United States of
America that are too lacking in children—al-
though I think she has once stated that the
most immoral thing a person can do is to bring
a large family into the world. Here we have
the problem and the question is, how are we
going to meet it?

I propose that we should meet this problem
by the measure of self-control. I believe by
this means we can solve it, and at the same
time gain one of the greatest advantages vou
can possibly win on the face of the earth, - Sex -
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control is ihe best path to self-control and to
self-discipline. It is the key to wisdom. It is
the key to power. It is the key to intellectual
and mental development; indeed, she has once
stated that only those people who are men-
tally developed are capable of self-control and
I want to say that they got a large measure
n¢ their mental development by self-control. She
43 looking through the wrong end of the tele-
scope. »

And so we come to this method. 1 want
to say, as another part of the platform upon
which [ am to stand, that I conceive and hold
marriage to be more than physical. It is not
a purely sensual relationship. It borders on
the aesthetic, spiritual, mental, and modern as-
pects of life, and when you try to take the
physical by itself you find a condition of naked
sensuality which is disastrous in the extreme.

My contentions are these: In the first place,
fundamentally, universally, infinitely from
every point of view, it is vicious. It is false
from every scientific construction that you can
possibly conceive of; it is one of the most
vitiating things from every point of philsoophy,
physiology and psychology.

1 believe it is disastrous intellectually, men-
tally, and spiritually. It is disastrous and per-
petrates a great wrong upon the unborn mil-
lions who are waiting for entrance upon this
great amphitheatre of life. It is disastrous
physically, mentally, and spiritually upon the
future. It is disastrous to the same degree
upon the people who practice it—husbands and
wives who resort to these measures. I hold that

¥
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it perpetrates the greatest crime of all the
ages, namely, race suicide.

Let me approach the first method, and that
is this question of whether it is right from
the point of view of the philosophy of man,
if you will; and I want you to consider it sim-
ply from the practical living point of view. I
want to lay down this proposition—it is that
you can’t have pleasure in this ‘world without
paying for it—that there are certain laws that
sweep through the entire universe from the
furtherest star to the tiniest atom and mole-
cule that you can find in existence.

I am a member of the bar of the State of
New York. I trust that I -have due regard and
respect for the statutes, the constitution and
the laws of this great city, state and nation.
But I hold them as the veriest trash when
they come up against the laws of Nature. The
laws of Nature cannot be revised. They can-
not be repealed. There is no power in this
whole universe that can change these laws
with which you have to deal

That means you can’t get pleasure without
paying for it. Nature is inexorable in bringing
about her retribution. She does not need any
balance book. You can nevar embezzle. You
can’t cheat. You can’t get away from her.

Emerson has said that “the ingenuity of man
has always been dedicated to the solution of
one problem—how to detach the sensual sweet,
‘the sensual strong, the sensual bright from the
moral sweet, the moral deep, the moral fair—
that is again to contrive to cut clean off this
upper surface so thin as to leave it bottomless, -
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to get one end without another end. The soul
says eat, the body would feast. The soul says,
“The man and woman shall be one flesh and
one soul.’ The body would join the flesh only.”

“&1] things are double, one against another,”
continued Emerson. “Tit for tat. An eye for an
eye, a tooth for a tooth, blood for blood, measure
for measure, love for love. Give and it shall
be given you. Ile that watereth shall be
watered himself. What will you have, quoth
God, pay for it and take it. Nothing ventured,
nothing have. Thou shalt be paid exactly for
what thou hast done, no more, no less. Who
doth not work, doth not eat. Harm watch, harm
catch. Curses always recoil on the head of him
who imprecates them. If you chain a slave, one
end chains you. Bad counsel confounds the ad-
vigser. The devil is an ass.”

You must pay at last your own debt. Those
are the laws. Now we recognize it in physics.
Energy cannot be annihilated. Birth control
says, “yes”. You shall pay the price. You can
annihilate that energy and drink from the cup
of pleasure, but you don’t take the responsi-
bility—the duty and the care. You recognize
it in physics. You recognize.it in chemistry,
in every law of life. When Ponzi in Boston said,
“1 will give you 50 percent’—the world
laughed, because it can’t be done. Birth con-
trol advocates, like the Ponzis, say they will
give you 50 percent and 100 percent on your
investment, but it can’t be done. It is frenzied
finance. It is along the lines of the people
" who are alchemists, who think they can turn
the baser metals into glod. It is an age-long
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dream. It is a belief that has been held from
the beginning of time. That thing cannot be
done. That is the law of life—of God—that you
have to pay.

And so that is the thlng you are confronted
with. I don’t say that you don't seem to gain,
but for every gain you seem to grasp you have
lost the life of it. e who does not work shall
not eat. The trouble is that we are bound by
the fetish of money, of gold, and lose sight.
In other words we have eyes literally that see
not, and ears that hear not.

And that is the thing that we must consider.
So I want you to have in mind, that by the
very law of life, the very theory of science of
our being, we lmvo to pay, and if we take that,
7if we try to grasp that, we are going to pay
the penalty. In my next oppormmty to address
you I shall take up that to show you how we
pay. (Applause.)

MARGARET SANCER
FIRST SPERCIL

Mrs. Sanger: Mr. Chairman, and ladies and

gentlemen. Mr. Russell and 1 seem to agree

-on some of the points of this argwment, at least,

but as usual with most opponents of birth con-
trol, they have absolutely no intelligent argu-

‘ment. (Laughter.) They always barricade

themselves behind the Bible or the terrible
vengeance of an offended Nature. That is
exactly what Mr. Russell is doing now.

Now, friends, I want to say, let us get down
to fundamental principles. Let us get together
and look at life the way it is now, not as it
might have been had Nature acted thus ana
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go, not as it might be had God done thus and
so, but as we find ourselves today. We have
a few principles of life by which we must live,
and I claim that everyone of us has a right to
_health, to liberty and to the pursuit of hap-
piness. I say furthermore that birth control -
js an absolutely essential factor in our living’
and having those three principles of happiness.
(Applause.)

By birth control, T mean a voluntary, con-
scious control of the birth rate by means that
prevent conception—scientific means that pre-
vent conception. I don’t mean birth control by ..
abstinence or L'~ continence or anything except .
the thing that agrees with most of us, and as
we will develop later on, most of us are glad
that there are means of science at the present
time that are not injurious, not harmful, and
all conception can be avoided. :

" Now let us look upon life as it really is, and
we see society today is divided distinctly into
two groups: those who use the means of birth
control and those who do not. L

On the one side we find those who do use:
means in controlling birth. What have they?
They are the people who bring to birth few chil
dren. They are the people who have all the
happiness, who have wealth and the leisure for -
culture and mental and spiritual development.

universities and the colleges with their progeny.
Nature has seemed to be very kind to tha
-group eof peeple. (Laughter.)
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On the other hand we have the group who
have large families and have for generations
perpetuated large families, and I know from
my work among them that the great percent-
age of these people that are brought into the
world in ipoverty and misery have been un-
wanted. I know that most of these women are
just as desirous to have means to control birth
as the women of wealth. I know she tries
desperately to obtain the information, not for
selfish purposes, but for her own benefit and
for that of her children. In this group, what
do we have? We have poverty, misery, disease,
overcrowding, congestion, child labor, infant
mortality, maternal mortality, all the evils
which today are grouped in the crowd where
there are large families of unwanted and un-
desired children.

Take the first one and let us see how these
mothers feel. I claim that a woman, whether
gshe is rich or poor, has a right to be a mother
or not when she feels herself fit to be so. She
has just as much right not to be a -mother as
she has to be a mother. It is just as right
and as moral for people to talk of small fam-
ilies and to demand them as to want large
families. It is just as moral.

If we let, as we are supposed to do, Nature
take her course, we know that any woman
from the age of puberty until the age of the
period of menopause could have anywhere from
15 to 20 children in her lifetime, and it will
only take one relationship between man and
woman to give her one a year, to give her that
large family. Let us not forget that,
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Are we today, as women who wish to de-
velop, who wish to advance in life, are we will
ing to spend all of our time through those
years of development in bringing forth children
that the world does not appreciate? Certainly,
anyone who looks into that will find that there
is very little place in the world for children
And besides, if a woman does spend all her:
time in child-bearing, do you know that, even:
with healthy women, one out of ten who have
children as often as Nature sends them, dies
from child bearing? One out of every tenm
women who lets Nature take hercourse and has
from 12 to 16 children dies from child bearing.
Furthermore, there are many casges where it is
absolutely indispensable for a woman’s health
for her life, in fact, to have mcans to contro
hirth. There are cases, as Dr. Knopf said, o
syphilis, eases of tuberculesis; do you realize
that out of every seven women who have tuber-
culosis today four of them die, not from tuber:
culosis, my friends, but {rom pregnancy. They
die because they have not that knowledge of
birth control, because physici ns and all the
others who should be disseminating informa
tion and safeguarding these womei’s lives are
net giving them the fundamental things to
cure their disease, but allowing them to be
come pregnant. They keep them in ignorance
of this particular knowledge that should assist
them in recovering their health. Not only with
tuberculosis, but there are other diseases that
are inimical to woman’s health and happiness
Heart disease is another thing that pregnaney
absolutely stimulates and it means a woman
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death. Not long ago a young girl came to mb
who had kidney disease. She was a telegraph
operator. Her husband was a young working
man, but he was not able to support a family.
She had on two different occasions tried to
have children, but she had kidney disease and
they found her in convulsions; she had frothed
at the mouth and was taken to a hospital
jn a serious and critical condition. The only
thing they could do to her was to resort to
abortion, and yet they send her back to her
home, to her husband and family again in just
the same way, with no information as to how
to protect herself against another condition
su as she had just gonme through. That
is what happens to our women today, even
‘those who are suffering from disease where
they should be protected with means and
knowledge of birth control.

" The only weapon that women have, and the
“most uncivilized weapon that they must use,
“if they will not submit to having children every
year and a half, is abortion. We know how
detrimental abortion is to the physical side
as well as to the psychie side of woman's life.
Yet there are in this nation, because of these
generalities and opinions that are here hefore
‘us, and that are stopping the tide ot progress,
“more than one million women who have abor-
tions performed on them each year.

What does this mean? It is a very bad sign
hen women indulge in it, and it means they
are absolutely determined that they cannot con-
tinue bringing children into the world that they
cannot clothe, feed and shelter. It isa woman’s



14 DEBATE ON BIRTH CONTROL

instinct, and she knows herself when she
should and should not give birth to children, -
and it is much more natural to trust this in-
stinct and to let her be the judge than it is to
let her judge herself by some unknown God.
I claim it is a woman’s duty and right to have
for herself the power to say when she shall and
shall not have children. S

We know that the death rate, maternal death
rate, has not been falling in the United States
of America, although the death rate from dis- -
cases has been falling. That shows woman is
given little consideration in scientific and
medical lines. But then woman will never get
her own freedom until she fights for it, and
she has to fight hard to hold and keep it.
We know too that when the children that come
to these mothers against their will and against
their desires, are born into the world, we have
the appalling number of 300,000 babies who
die in this country before they reach one !
year of age—300,000 if you please, and it is safe fard
to say, as anyone knows who has gone among
these mothers and these children—it is safe to
say that the great percentage of these chil-
dren that are born have been unwanted. The
mother knows that the child should not come
to birth, when the five or six or seven that she
has have not enough to eat. That takes com-
mon sense and every working woman has that
common sense. )

We have these 300,000 babies, this procession
of little coffins, ‘and we shake our heads sadly’
and say something must be done to reduce the .
number; but nevertheless we go right on
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allowing 600,000 parents to remain in ignorance
of how to prevent 200,000 more babies coming
to birth the next year only to die from poverty
and sickness.

We spealh of the rights of the unborn. I
say that it is time to speak of those who are
already born. I also say and know that the
infant death rate is affected tremendously by
those who arrive last. The first child that
comes—the first or second or third child which
arrives in a family, has a far better chance
than those that arrive later.

We know that out of a thousand children
born 200 of them die when they are either the
second or third child. When the seventh
arrives there are 300 that die out of that
‘thousand, and by the time that the twelfth child
arrives, 600 of this thousand pass away, and
s0 we can see that the man or woman who
brings to birth two or three children has a
far better chance of bringing them to maturity
© than if they continued to have nine or ten or
twelve children.

. Those are facts. They are not generalities

or- opinions. The United States Government
stands behind these facts. Then, also, through
- our maternity centers ‘and child welfare and
other means, we finally rescue some of these
children, and do not allow them to die under
one year of age. Then when the mother is
pregnant again—if maternity was not forced
upon her—she would be able to bring that
child through. Another one begins to come,

and we find that this child that was rescued
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from death during its first year now succumbs
before its fifth year. We then have 150,000
children who die before they reach the fifth
year of age and so we can enumerate all of
these conditions which are so despicable and
go difficult in this country because we will not ©
get down to fundamentals. We will not deal
with the cause of things though we are anxious -
to deal with the cure. 'When a mother does
finally bring her children through the adoles-
. cent period, what is the next thing? We find-
in the South where children come according to
Nature, every yvear and one-half, that as soon
as they are able, they are shuffled and hustled
off to take the place of, or compete with, their
father in the factories. That is the place that
society has for children of the poor. We find
in other states, too, that children-a few years
older are pushed out of the home as soon as.
they are able to take their place in industry,
not because the mothers of these children are
not just as anxious to see them in universities .
and colleges, but because of the pitiful earn-
ings that she must have to support those who
are coming behind them. ‘

Most of us know this. We know somethin
about the actual conditions of life as it i
among us. In some of the factories of Lowell
and Fall River, Mass., it was found that of th
children who work and toil there, under te
vears of age, 85 per cent of them come from
families of eight—their mothers have give
birth to eight children. We find in the South
very much the same thing, excepting a higher.
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percontage of 90 to 93 per ((‘nt of the children
there.

That is not the only thing. We have con-
ditions again that are more disastrous to the
race than child labor or infant mortality, and
that is the transmission of the vnuueal diseases
to the race that is to come.

We know that the mothers and fathers of
today produce the race of tomorrow, and we
know that unless we have a clean child and a
clean stream of blood flowing through that
* child that the race of tomorrow is a doomed
and foregone conclusion. ""We know, too, that
out of this terrible scourge of disease comes 90
per cent of the insanity in this country, due
to syphilis. Anyone who is dealing with funda-
mentals would know that these people should
use means to protect themselves against having
children. They should absolutely, in due re-
gard to themselves, to their children and to the
race, not allow a child to be born while that
disease is running riot in the system. The ter-
rible consequence is insanity. .

‘We have fifty per cent of the still births of
this country—in other words, babies that are
dead when they are born—due to this disease.
You may think that these things are taken care
of, but I tell you that they are not and that
women today are allowed to bring forth progeny
‘even in the face of all officialdom, and all the
‘kind. and humane things and other kind of
things that are doled out to them, when they
themselves are syphilitic. .

Not long ago we took a syphilitic woman to
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43 hospitals in the city and everyone of them
said, “We will cure her disease. I.eave her
here. We will do the best we can for her, but
don’'t ask us to give her the information to
control birth, That is not our office. That is
not for us,” and so that little syphilitic woman
went back again to her home and will become
pregnant only to abort again.

Nuature sometimes brings the syphilitics to
birth before their full time, or brings them
dead. In other states of syphilis, this does not
happen, and we have feeble minded as well as
insane. We have 400,000 feeble-minded people
in the United States of whom any authority on
the subject would say to you “Not one of them
should have been born.” They never should
have been born. Sometimes these parents are
perfectly normal, and yet this taint has gone
through the blood and has left the child ap-
parently normal physically. He arrives at the
adult age with all his physical functions, and-
yet has the mentality of a child eight years
of age. The feeble-minded man or woman is
" of no use to himself or to society, and it would-
be better if we were living in a real cilivization.
" where they should not have been born. Only:
40,000 of this 400,000 are entered in instit
tions. The others are living among us, produ
ing and reproducing their progeny and provi
ing abundant material and opportunity for the
continuance of charities and other institution
for ages and generations to come.

We found in one institution, a so-called ro-
formatory where they take the girls of-the
underworld—prostitutes—in Geneva, Ill., tha
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50 per cent of these girls belonged to the
feeble-minded; and again we find that 89 per
cent of these came from large families.
“You can’t get away from it, my friends.
Large families and poverty and misery go hand
in hand. Now what are we trying to do for
all these conditions? How do we look out
upon them  We are in a track. Motherhood
has been tracked.” We find that most of the
social agencies of the country are trying to
legislate these things out of existence. That
is all. They run off to Albany and to Wash-
ington and they make eight-hour laws for
women in industry, but they never think of
the poor mother in the home who might have
eight hours. Can you think of the mother in
.~ the home with eight hours? She has to go out
.~ of the home, out into industry to be protected
-~ by the law. Do you realize that mothers and
“.7“women never have a night’s rest from the time
..~ they are first pregnant, some of them, until
. _the door of Nature closes their maternal func-
- tions? They never know what it is to have
one whole night’'s rest. They are up nights
2+ with babies. Is this freedom or liberty?
;. Hasn’t she a right to herself—hasn’t she a
~duty to herself to say when and under what»
‘conditions she shall be a mother?
-+ We try to reduce our infant mortality rate
by our milk stations and all of the other things
going on today. Thousands and thousands of
ollars are spent for this condition, and to a
certain degree some of it is taken care of, but
t does not get at the root. When we come to
maternal mortality we find also huge funds
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that are spent in nurses going into the homes
of the poor, telling the mother of eight children
how to have her ninh. (Laughter.) Most of us
know that that mother wants to know how not
to have her tenth. That is the welcome assis-
tance that they can give that woman, but that
will be the last stone to be turned.

Also our child labor—we make laws in Wash- =
ington against child labor, hoping we will wipe
it out of existence. TFor 50 years they have
been trying to wipe child labor off the books
in the United States, but they have not suc-
ceeded and they will never succeed until they
establish birth control clinics in those districts
where these women are, until -they put in birth
control clinies—like they have in Holland—in
every industrial section in the United States
where women can come to trained nurses and
physwmn and get from them scientific in-
formation whereby they may control birth.

Now we look upon all these things in just
about the same way. We try to palliate most all:
of them. Take one instance—our immigration
laws. The United States Government makeS‘,
the most rigid laws. It scans the vessels
carefully to see that no one should enter who .
is an idiot, who is insane, and who is a pauper.’
They sce to it that anyone who enters is no
an idiot, is not insane and is not a pauper.
They make those rigid laws and rules for thos
who shall come in, but after you are once 0
the inside, you can produce and reproduce an
rcpopulate the earth with syphilitic and dis
eased and insane people so far as the govern-
ment is concerned. This is the short-sighte
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side of our whole life. We are very generous
and sympathetic but we are oversentimental,
and the time has come to use our minds and
to apply our intelligence to life and to the
conditions of life as we find them today.

Now Mr. Russell has said some things that
are very interesting to me. He tells us that
we cannot have pleasure without pain. . It is
a man who is speaking. (Laughter and ap-
plause.) It is very peculiar that Nature only
works on the one side of the human family
when it comes to that law. She applies all
the pain to the woman. It is absurd—a per-
fectly absurd argument in the face of rational
intelligence (applause) to talk about marriage
being for one purpose.
~ Now I claim—and I differ with Mr. Russell
on that—I claim that the sex relationship has
distinctly two functions. It has its love func-
. tion and it hag its maternal and paternal func-
tion. One is quite independent of the other,
and one is just as moral as the other, and if it
were not so, then the laws of this country
ought to divorce the woman who is not able
to have children. Absolutely! And we know it
does not. We know that at the time the chil-
dren are created there is not one per cent of
humanity that is born or created with that
thought in mind. Very few people think at the
time of creation that they are going to create.
Most of us are brought into the world by ac-
cident and that is exactly what birth control
is going to change. It is going to make human-
ity a conscious and voluntary thing.

We talk of race suicide; it would take almost
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a whole- afternoon to tell you how futile that
argument is. We know perfectly well, those
of us who have studied the question, that

® in those countries where birth control knowl-

. edge has been at the disposal of the people,
although the birth rate has gone down, the
death rate has also gone down. Consequently
the population has been accelerated and there
has been a better population because it has
been a better and healthier population. If Mr.
Russell wants to talk about the race and does
not want race suicide he had better come over
quickly to the ranks of birth control.

WINTER RUSSELL
SECOND SPEECH

Mr. Russell: May I say at the outset that
I did not say we could not have pleasure with-
out pain, I said we could not have pleasure
without paying for it and the man has to pay.
(Laughter.) I, too, am concerned with the
matter of life, liberty and the pursuit of hap-
piness. I have been trying to find out the
truth about that from the very first time that
I began to think, and that is what I want to. .
find out, and I devoutly pray right now that if
Mrs. Sanger has got the truth that it will pre-
vail. But I want to know the truth and I still
sfeel that the truth is not there.

I am going to concern myself entirely thh
refutation now. I am going to speak a little .
more about the positive side of this. I would "
say that Mrs. Sanger has done quite a little
for me in pointing out that there are these two
groups she sees all of the time—these families
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with large numbers of children. I hope that
I do not miss sight of them entirely. I may
not know them directly or as intimately as
Mrs. Sanger, but Mrs. Russell has been in 1,500
of the homes reported to be in dire straits
and destitution. I have been living with her
as her husband during the time that she visited
these homes. And I feel that through her re-
port I know something of those homes as well.
I see the other homes of the small families,
but I am frank to say that I do think in a far
different line than Mrs. Sanger. She says that
the large family is the family of poverty and
of misery; very often, though not always nor
in so large a measure as is generally expected,
is it the family of poverty and of misery. I
have seen misery beyond words in the small
family. I know that my mother considered—
and she had three children—that her life was
a long tragedy. There was never a day that
she waited for food or clothes or a fine home,
but practically all of her talk was like the
story of a great tragedy. My sister has a hus-
band that has now an income of $70,000 a year.
She has never known what it was to want for
food or clothes or a fine home, and I heard her
say not very long ago that she had never
known what happiness on this earth is. Mrs.
Sanger sees poverty, she sees misery and she
sees unwanted children. To be sure, there
are many thousands of these homes where, sad
to say, the children are unwanted, but they
- have made this devout prayer to God, I be-
" lieve, for children, and they have gotten them.

: - They bave gotten what I believe to be the

greatest wealth and treasure of the Kingdom
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of Heaven that there is on the face of the
earth, and when they get that, they have to
pay for it. They have to pay and take the re-
sponsihility. '

® 7o my mind, these snickers and giggles are
one of the most tragic things on the face of
the earth, It shows you haven’t got eyes that
see. You have neither ears that hear, and you
haven’t got the heart that feels. (Chairman
calls for more respectful attention on the part
of the audience.)

Furthermore, there are not as many.as she:
feels that are unwanted. Many in these homes
are glad that they are numerous. And yet she
says these small families that she sees are all
wanted. I happen to know that in those small
families, as she sees them, there is almost as
large a percentage as those of one, twvo or
three or sometimes four children that are not
wanted. It has become an exception. She has
not become as scientific as she ought to be.
~ She says she sees misery in large families.
I do not see so much unhappiness. She says
that she sees congestion and infant mortality.
A large percentage of that is due to pure ign
rance. My father was a physician, and in tha
town that.I am going to talk about-—she sa
I know mnothing of race suicide and I will
show you that I do—in this town of small fa
ilies, there was infant mortality. My sist
and I were at the door of death, for weeks, b
cause we had a terrible disease. My fathe
was a physician. We know that that disease
has no terror whatever for people who kno
how properly to treat and feed children. Th
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is a difference in knowledge between that day
and this. Much of our infant mortflity is due
to lack of education.

Then she says in these days there is not so
much infant mortality in the small family. She
finds in the large family more crime. I grant
that there is a lot of crime. But I will have
you remember that in those homes that are
small I believe there is a vastly greater num-
‘ber of criminals, not only those who have
enough knowledge to keep within the law but
--those who belong in the penitentiaries. But
they are keen enough and they are shrewd
enough to keep in the law.

The Lockwood Committee does not prosecute
these profiteers, these robbers and pirates who
belong in the penitentiary, The same greed
that makes them criminals makes them think
they can cheat nature by having a small fam-
ily. I hold with Emerson that they pay. They
may not pay in a penitentiary but they pay.
Then she says that here is where we get
our prostitution. Yes, again she is right; a
large number of the poor and unfortunate girls
who walk the streets do come from these
homes. For every girl who walks the street

ticket. They want qomebody that will support
em. They want respectability. They want
ithe joy that they haven’t got. You men
ave to pay and you assume the responsibility.
re these poor girls upon the street I take
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off my hat and before these I can’t express my
detestation. (Applause.)
Then, just think of the logic of her position. °
Oh, there are some beasts in the marriage tie
#d they can’t be self-controlled. What is the
logic of it all? Is she going to have the young
people filled up with this knowledge and are’
people of her kind going to have full sway over
their lives—over their life of sacrifice and com
secration to the welfare of humanity—over
those going through life single, and should
they have compulsory marriage because they
dor’t have the joys of marriage? If she “says
that they suffer the physicians will tell you t
js because they don’t have children, and f
they do suffer, it is because they have to pay
that penalty. : . . ,
Of all of the sickly stuff I ever heard of is
this matter of tuberculosis and heart disease
and kidney trouble. If a man has got a wife
that has tuberculosis and heart disease an
kidney trouble, and he is such a beast that h
ean’t control himself and can’t consecrate him-
self to the sick wife, the law should step in.
Should we say that we will surrender her to
this beast? Half of them do not know thal
the law of health and development, and
strength, and energy comes from that ve
law of self-control.
Then this matter of child labor. Why"
course 1 would protect, and we are protectin
them in other states, and we are looking after
it. But it is better to have these children borm,
terrible ay it is, than not to have any childre

at all.
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Then they say that this matter of venerew.
disease—Good Lord—apparently she wants &
give them a certificate of an endless play-
ground for the rest of their lives. Feeble-
minded, of course’ the law should step in there
and devote a little intelligence to prevent this
‘crime*from going on.

. Now as to this matter of health, in the first
‘place, we know that the children are not being
-born. The statisticians of every life insurarde
ompany in the entire United States 2re peiat-
ing out that the American stock of todzy is
dying out, that they are not beirg born. Then
this matter of the children that are bern. Let
us begin with them. Why, a boy er girl that
born in a family of oune or two, in the first
place, loses about one-tenth of a natural life
because it has not the association with children
that it should have. I know a one-child family
that had quite a number of friends and their
selfish and natural attitude is ‘“none of this
cne-child stuff for me.” Those kids will grow
p.and become nothing—those one or two chil-
dren in a small family are worthless. I will
ye you the facts. A

They talk about going to colleges and uni-
ersities. We are manacled today by the
feﬂshes of paper respectability. I have seen a
sof these patriots. My grandfather’s mother
!ndl3 children in a log cabin, and T don’t think
:ﬂy of them died young. They all lived to a
‘old age. That old patriot=—he néver saw
2 ‘inside of a college—but he knew more than
alf the graduates of Yale and Harvard. He
the facts of life.
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This matter of the physical side of it. You
cannot divorce them. I don’t care. I don’t
discuss authorities. I don’t care if Mrs. Sanger
should bring every medical authority there is,
for.1 can get as many as she can. Take a case
that comes up in court. Some man Says the
defendant is very insane. Another cets’ up—
an expert—and he says the defendant is not
insane at all. TFor everyone she can get to say
that it is not harmful—I can get someone to
say that it is. They go into the laboratory and
prove that the act is harmless, but they ‘can’t
ot into the mind and heart, and the mind and
heart have more to do with the well being from
the physical point of view thuan anything you
«an possibly conceive of. T was brought up
in New Iingland and in that section of the
country cvery housewife is a nervous wreck
and nearly cverybody knows why. ;

Audience: Why?

Mr. RRussell: Mrs. Sanger can tell why. Fro
the mental point of view; I grant you here that
it is difficult ;to measure the kind, but this
mental development is an arrcsted develo
ment. Do you know every father and moth
I believe is subjected to this arrested ~de-
velopment? That is why we haven’t ‘m
energy and vibrating health and strength
America today. Why do we have this apa
and sluggishness in American life? 1t is.
cause of these thousands of arrested develo
ments of these people that want one or
children.

These mothers think that they are enti
to the whole world. Talk about 2.75 pe
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beer. These mothers are not even 10 percent
mothers, then of all the misrepresentations
and tears these mothers pour} over this one
child—it makes me sick. (Laughter.) The
ghastly thing is that they have but that one
child. The sad part of it is that we are not
all gifted with an imagination. Think what
they are devoutly praying for—that is the
tragedy—just think when they get that one life
~or two, and then when they begin to plan and
‘contrive, and sacrifice themselves—then if
-Fate or destiny cruelly takes that one child—
what greater tragedy is there in this world?

I have seen broken fathers and mothers who
ave said that life is dead when that only
hild or that only daughter has been taken
from them. One of the saddest cases I have
ever seen in my life happened a few days ago
when a mother recently buried her husband—
and a few years later buried her only son; and
then her daughter, who had risen to the very
pinnacle of fame here in the city of New York
was stricken down. A greater tragedy you
could not picture than that. Consider this,
that for everyone that is lost, how many are
there that have not been brought forth into
the world? They don’t know what they have
missed and what they have lost. That to my
mind is the greatest tragedy of all, the spirit-
side of it.

Now let me submit to vou a little about the
gractical side of it. Mrs. Sanger says that I
‘theoretical, that I deal with the Bible. I
ot care whether or not the Bible has said
It wasn’t that that makes me take this at-
de. This is the situation.
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54 SHAW VS, ROOSEVELT

Office, God help him! I cannot without positive
inhumanity invite him to discuss so ditfficult
a question with me; it would be like Carpentier
or Jack Johnson challenging an infant. He put
nis money on the wrong horse at the Presi-
dential election through not taking my advice.

7 am afraic 1 have inflicted a very long
letter on you; and I can make only the
hackneyed excuse of Pascal: that I had not
time to write a short one. I have scribbled
along recklessly so as t® give Theodore every
chance with you. I should like to have a
Iriendly talk with him, just as I should like
10 aave ,one with Kaiser Bill.

Yours faithfully,
(G. Bernard Shaw.

Robert 1.. Wolf, Esq.,
44 Anderson Avenue, Palisade,
New Jersey, U. S. America.

(By permission of Bernarr Macfadden.)




